
Before the Dublin Community headed 
back to school, the Washington Township 
Fire Department and the Dublin Police 
Department took steps to prepare for 
active shooter and victim rescue situations 
by participating in training exercises.

Over three Fridays in the month of July, 
the Dublin Police School Resource Officers 
and all unit crews from the fire department 
practiced these drills at Dublin Coffman 
High School at 6780 Coffman Rd.

“We do active shooting training so our 
crews are better prepared if something 
happens in the City of Dublin or our 
neighboring departments,” said John 
Guegold, firefighter from the Washington 
Township Fire Department. “I think the 
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only thing we can do as public safety 
agencies is to train and prepare. When 
you are prepared you’re not sitting there 
developing a plan when an incident 
happens.”

Guegold said cross training with the 
police department is important since both 
agencies would be involved during an 
active shooter situation. 

“Communication is a vital part of this whole 
thing,” Guegold said. “While we’re trying to 
save lives, we’re trying to stay safe at the 
same time.”

The training involved three firefighters/
medics escorted into the building by four 
armed Dublin Police officers. The crews 
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Change the Clocks, 
Change the Batteries

Daylight saving time ends  
Sunday, November 6th. As you turn 
your clocks back one hour, it is the 
perfect time to also test each of your 
smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 
detectors. Working smoke alarms save 
lives, cutting the risk of death from a 
home fire in half.

(Continued on Pg 2)
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Active Shooting Training Prepares Crews for Worse Case Scenarios (cont.)

then worked on movement with the officers as well as basic 
treatment in terms called getting off the “X” and moving  
the injured away from the danger to a safe place for definitive  
care and transport. 

This training gives police officers and firefighters an opportunity  
to practice responding to a situation they hope they never face.

Fire won’t Wait; Plan your Escape

Today’s homes burn faster than ever. You may have as little as two minutes (or even less 
time) to safely escape a home fire from the time the smoke alarm sounds. Your ability to  
get out of a home during a fire depends on an early warning from smoke alarms and 
advance planning. It is also important for everyone to practice a home fire plan. Everyone 
needs to be prepared in advance about what to do when the smoke alarm sounds. Given 
that each home is different, every home fire escape plan will also be different. Here are 
some ways you can prepare your family if a fire occurs in your home:  

“Our crews practice responding in a timely and efficient manner,” 
said Guegold. “We make sure that everything we do is to help the 
public and respond as fast as possible.”

The Washington Township Fire Department studied events that 
have occurred across the U.S. such as the Robb Elementary School 
shooting that happened May 24, 2022 in Uvalde County, Texas. 
Nineteen children and two adults were killed. Our crews study 
these incidents to see what can be done to improve response in 
active shooter situations.

Guegold also said that this training allows the police and fire 
department personnel to understand each other’s tactics. 
Having established plans in place means both agencies have an 
understanding about what they will do during a real incident.

“The mindset should not be ‘it can’t occur here or won’t occur 
here.’ The mindset should be, ‘If and when it occurs here, we are 
prepared,’” Guegold said.

•  Draw a map of your home, marking 
two ways out of each room, including 
windows and doors. 

•  Children, older adults, and people with 
disabilities may need assistance to wake 
up and escape. Make sure they are part  
of the plan. 

•  Make sure all escape routes are  
clear, and that doors and windows  
open easily. 

•  Pick an outside meeting place 
(something permanent like a neighbor’s 
house, a light post, mailbox, or stop 
sign) that is a safe distance from your 
home where everyone can meet. 

•  Everyone in the home should know to 
call 9-1-1 once they are safely outside. 

•  Practice! Practice! Practice! Practice  
day and nighttime home fire drills.  
Share your home escape plans with 
overnight guests.
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Protect our Water
Stormwater runoff is generated when 
rain or melted snow flows over land 
or impervious surfaces, such as paved 
streets, parking lots and building rooftops, 
and does not soak into the ground. As 
the runoff flows over the surfaces, it 
accumulates debris, chemicals, sediment or 
other pollutants that could adversely affect 
water quality if the runoff is untreated.

You can have an impact when it comes 
to water quality. Here are eight tips from 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation 
District for Washington Township  
residents to protect local streams and 
drinking water sources. 

DO:
•  Properly cover anything that is  

stored outside

•  Consider using a rain barrel to control 
rainwater runoff

• Filter and recycle cooking oil

•  Contain, store, and label leaking fluid 
from cars to send to a recycling facility

DON’T:
•  Put paint, grease/oil, chemicals, cat 

litter, diapers or feminine hygiene 
products down your drains

• Put liquid waste in your trash cans

•  Direct carpet cleaning water to ditches, 
streets, or storm drains

•  Dispose of leftover paint, thinner or 
solvents in the street, storm sewers, 
drainage ditches or stream

Assistant Chief Bill Lynn Retires

After 29 years at the Washington Township Fire Department, Assistant Chief William 
Lynn officially retired on June 1, 2022. A decision he said was hard to do, but one he 
was ready to make.

“I got great advice early on in my career,” said Lynn. “I set myself up to where I would 
never need to do a day in the deferred retirement option plan. Then my granddaughter 
was born and stole my heart. I was done driving the long distance and was ready to 
spend more time with my family.”

Lynn started at the Washington Township Fire Department in 1994 at station 93. In 
2002 he became a lieutenant. In April 2012, he was promoted to captain and then 
Battalion Chief later on that year. In 2016, he was promoted to Assistant Chief and 
that’s the position he retired from. 

“I never dreamed, never in a million years, that when I walked into this place in 1994 
that I would be walking away as an Assistant Chief,” said Lynn. “It was a good move  
for me. I don’t have any regrets here at all.”

Lynn has worked every shift and at every station. He opened station 92 and station 95. 
He says when he first started working here, the crews would take six or seven runs a day. 
Now they take 25. He had to switch his thinking from tactics when in a truck, to more 
strategic when running the department. He says he has learned a lot in his 29 years.

“I had great mentors along the way,” said Lynn. “Great people that had faith and 
confidence in me and gave me opportunities and direction. They yelled at me when  
I needed to be yelled at and picked me up when I needed to be picked up.”

Lynn was ready for retirement and has the next year already planned with vacations 
and spending time doing work around the house. He then says he will find something 
part-time, but nothing too demanding. After 29 years, Lynn leaves behind a strong 
work ethic and advice for those looking to take his place in the fire service.

“Don’t expect someone to give you the promotion. You have to work for it,” says Lynn. 
“Do your homework and be involved. That’s what I did, and I am leaving here a truly 
blessed person.”



4 |

Retirements  
and Promotions

Congratulations to all our retirees and 
to those that have been promoted. 
We wouldn’t be who we are today if 
it weren’t for those that came before. 
Thank you all for your service.

2022 Promotions
Sam Parsons –  
promoted to Fire Marshal

Chad Hamilton –  
promoted to Asst. Fire Marshal

Sam Beddoes –  
promoted to FT Firefighter

Mark Cochrun –  
promoted to FT Firefighter

Georgios Detorakis –  
promoted to FT Firefighter

AJ Harding –  
promoted to FT Firefighter

Chris Hefner –  
promoted to FT Firefighter

Alek Stonerock –  
promoted to FT Firefighter

2022 Retirements
Bill Lynn –  
Asst. Fire Chief – 29 years

Doug Hyland –  
Firefighter – 27 years

Firefighter Jack Egan Heads Overseas

Washington Township firefighter John “Jack” Egan heads overseas for the next year on 
military deployment. He leaves September 22nd.

Jack joined the United States Navy right out of high school in 2004 and became a 
member of SWCC, (Special Warfare Combat Crewman). After six years of active duty, he 
decided he wanted a career change and went to college at The Ohio State University.

“While I was in college, I got into EMT school which is how I got into the medical and 
fire service,” said Egan. “After going to EMT school, I went to fire school. That’s when 
I decided this was a better career path for me, so that’s when I decided to do the fire 
service full time.”

Jack joined the Washington Township Fire Department as a part-time firefighter in 
February 2013 and became a full-time firefighter in January 2019. He also realized he 
missed being part of the US Navy and went back into the reserves in 2013. 

On Sept. 22, Jack will leave for Virginia Beach where he will train with other active 
members of SWCC and then head overseas as the Operations Chief of his troop. He 
will be deployed for a year.  

“This deployment is different because it will be the first time we have kids,” said Egan, 
who will leave behind a wife and two boys. “The kids are taking it in strives. They know 
it’s coming, but I don’t think they recognize how long it is going to be and how difficult 
that it is going to be.”

That’s what a fire family is for, to help. To be there when one of our families need it. 
That’s the similarities of being in the military and being a firefighter, the comradery. 
The people who you trust to take care of your family when you are not there. 

“It’s an easy transition from a job in the military to a job in the fire service  
because there are a lot of the same aspects of that core reason you joined the 
military,” said Egan. “You are still helping people and you get to do something that 
means something.”

Jack Egan has served our country and our department with pride and courage.  
We are proud of the work he, and the rest of the military veterans in our department, 
have done and the sacrifices they have made.
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Combined statement of receipts, disbursements and changes  
in balances. This is an unaudited Financial Statement.   
 
 
Revenue Receipts Total 
Taxes 20,332,269
Charges for Services 1,001,188
Licenses, Permits & Fees 32,394
Intergovernmental Receipts  2,312,634 
Interest  257,129 
All Other Revenue  402,151  
Transfers In  240,108 
Total Revenue Receipts 2020  24,577,875 
  
Expenditure Disbursements  
General Government   609,134 
Public Safety  20,487,582 
Public Works   90,860  
Capital Outlay  570,139  
Transfer Out  240,108 
Total Expenditure Disbursement 2020  21,997,823  
Total Receipts Over (Under Disbursements)   2,580,053  
Fund Cash Balances, January 1, 2020  40,124,685  
Fund Cash Balances, December 31, 2020  42,704,738 *
 

Financial Report

 
*Township policy requires an amount equal to 25% of operating expenditures be 
carried over to the following year to pay bills during the first quarter of the following 
year. Because townships are funded primarily through real estate and property taxes, 
the carryover requirement was established to enable the Township to pay bills until 
the first half tax settlement is received in mid-March. The remainder is reserved to fund 
future capital projects such as real estate acquisition and replacement of fire trucks 
and medic vehicles. The Township currently has no debt service obligations.

Cooking Turkey Safely  
on Thanksgiving
For most, the kitchen is the heart of the home, especially during the 
holidays. Keeping fire safety top of mind in the kitchen or outside 
during this Thanksgiving is important, especially when there’s a lot 
of activity and people at home.

By following a few simple safety tips you can enjoy time with your 
loved ones and keep yourself and your family safer from fire as you 
prepare that large family feast.

Safety tips:

• Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop

• Keep children away from the stove

•  Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee maker,  
plate warmer or mixer are not dangling off the counter

• Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of children 

• Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over kids, toys, or bags

• Make sure your smoke alarms are working

 

If you will be frying your turkey this Thanksgiving, here are a few 
preparations you can make and safety tips to follow that will help 
you deliver a juicy, golden-brown turkey to your table. 

•  Use a fryer that has a built-in thermostat so the oil  
temperature will be safely regulated

•  Determine how much volume your turkey will displace  
when placed in the oil 

• Pat the turkey dry before you place it in the hot oil

•  Wear gloves, safety glasses, and cover your clothes  
when tending to the frying turkey

•  If operating your fryer outdoors, use a level surface, away from 
decks, trees, and structures

• Never leave a fryer unattended
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Infant CPR for Expecting & New Parents
If you are expecting or adopting a child, have a newborn at home, 
or will be babysitting your new grandchild, this class is for you. 
React quickly with the knowledge and skills that can help a baby if 
they are choking or need CPR. Although this in an American Heart 
Association course, you will not receive a completion card. Our 
certified car seat technician will offer tips on securing your child’s 
car seat. We kindly ask that you follow local COVID-19 protocol.

Ages: 18 and up 
Date: Tuesday, October 18 
Location: Washington Township Administrative Offices • 6200 
Eiterman Rd, Dublin, OH 43016 
Fee: Free

Red Cross Babysitting
This course educates young individuals with the knowledge and 
skills necessary to safely and responsibly give care for children and 
infants. This class helps participants develop the leadership skills, 
learn how to develop a babysitting business, keep themselves and 
others safe, help children behave, and learn about basic child care. 
Please bring a lunch to class. We kindly ask that you follow local 
COVID-19 protocol.

Ages: 11-15 
Date: Tuesday, November 8, 2022 or Saturday, January 7, 2023 
Location: Washington Township Administrative Offices • 6200 
Eiterman Rd, Dublin, OH 43016 
Fee: $45 (Township/Dublin residents), $50 (non-residents)

Family Fire Safety
Learn great ways to keep your family safe, develop fire escape 
plans, and help your home be free from hazards. Go through 
Sparky’s Safety House and learn what to do if there is a fire. We 
kindly ask that you follow local COVID-19 protocol.

Families with children 5 & up 
Date: Wednesday, October 26 
Time: 5:30pm 
Location: Washington township Administrative Offices• 6200 
Eiterman Rd, Dublin, OH 43016 
Please note: Each family only needs to register one spot/ticket 
Fee: Free (Township/Dublin residents)

Free CPR 
This course is for anyone who wants to learn CPR, but does not 
need a course completion card to meet a job requirement. It’s 
ideal for community groups, parents, grandparents, caregivers, 
and students. Topics include: Adult, child and infant CPR and AED 
and How to help a choking adult, child, and infant. We kindly ask 
everyone to follow local COVID-19 protocol. 

Ages: 12 and up 
Date: Wednesday, November 9 
Time: 5:30pm  
Location: Washington Township Administrative Offices • 6200 
Eiterman Rd, Dublin, OH 43016 
Fee: Free

Classes
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Fire Prevention Week  
October 9-16

Theme: Fire Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape. 
For more information visit nfpa.org/fpw

Poster Contest
Who? Third graders enrolled in Dublin City Schools, Washington 
Elementary (Hilliard Schools), St. Brigid’s, Tree of Life, or 
homeschooled in Dublin or Washington Township.

What? Create a poster which includes the following message, “Fire 
Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape.” Posters will be evaluated based on: 
(1) creativity incorporating the theme into the poster design, (2) 
effectiveness at catching the readers’ attention. 

Why? Enter because it’s fun and because prizes will be awarded 
for the first place and runner up entries from each school and from 
among all homeschooled students. Award recipients and their family 
members will be invited to an awards ceremony on October 9. 

How? Use one 12” X 18” sheet of paper and any medium you desire 
(pencils, crayons, paint, chalk, etc.) to create a cool, one-of-a-kind 
poster design that attracts attention and conveys your message. 
Supply your own paper or get some from your third grade teacher 
or at 6200 Eiterman Road. Paper will be delivered to schools the last 
week in September.

When? Entries must be submitted at the entrant’s school or at 6200 
Eiterman Road by 4 p.m. September 28, 2022. All entries must have 
the following legible information on the poster’s reverse side in 
order to be eligible: Student’s first and last name, school name (or 
home address, if homeschooled), teacher’s name (or parent’s name, 
if homeschooled).

Evening & Saturday Car seat Installations
Make an appointment to have your child car seat properly secured 
in your car. Car seat installation are conducted by National Child 
Passenger Safety Board-certified technicians. Appointments 
are offered Tuesdays from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at 6200 Eiterman Road, in Dublin (Township 
Administration). We will be offering some evening and Saturday 
appointments on Saturday, October 15 from 9 a.m. -12 p.m. and 
Wednesday, October 18 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Visit wtwp.com to 
schedule your appointment.

Toy Drive to Benefit Firefighters 4 Kids 
December 1-22 

We’re collecting new, unwrapped toys at our four fire stations 
for Firefighters 4 Kids. Drop your donations off any time between 
December 1st and the 22nd at 6255 Shier Rings Rd., 4497 Hard Rd., 
5825 Brand Rd., and 5750 Blazer Parkway (in the water tower). 
Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 

Drive Thru Toy Drive
December 10, 10am-2pm @ Station 91

Supporting the Firefighters 4 Kids Toy Drive is easy and sweet. Drive 
through the equipment bay at Fire Station 91 (6255 Shier Rings Rd.) 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on December 10 and get a fresh baked cookie 
while firefighters unload your donations.
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