
Marking the 20th anniversary of September 
11th is no small endeavor. No day has 
greater significance to the fire service than 
9/11, when 343 FDNY firefighters died in 
the line of duty – a single day that forever 
changed a profession, and the world.

At 8:46 a.m. on September 11, 2001, hijackers 
crashed American Airlines Flight 11 into the 
north tower of the World Trade Center in 
New York City. Six minutes later, the first 
contingent of NYC firefighters-two ladder 
and two engine companies-had arrived at 
the building. They had just begun to climb 
a stairwell in an effort to reach people 
trapped on the upper floors, when another 
hijacked airline, United Airlines Flight 175, 
struck the south tower at 9:03 a.m.
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The 9/11 attacks not only became the 
single deadliest terrorist attack in human 
history, they were also the deadliest 
incident ever for firefighters, as well as 
for law enforcement officers in the United 
States. The NYC Fire Department lost 343 
among their ranks that day. 227 former NYC 
firefighters died of 9/11 related illnesses as 
of 2021. 

For firefighters here at the Washington 
Township Fire Department (WTFD), that 
day changed the course of their history 
and for many of them, how they felt 
watching some of their own perish. Some 
of our firefighters were on shift that day, 
others still in school, and others still not 
committed to becoming a firefighter.

20 Years Later; Remembering  
the Firefighters of September 11th
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20 Years Later; Remembering the Firefighters of September 11th (cont.)

“I was in English class as a freshman in high school,” said Jesse 
Hite, WT firefighter. “The announcement went out about the 
plane hitting the World Trade Center. Years later as a 23-year-old 
looking for a career and not wanting to attend college without a 
career goal, I received a letter from Tolles Career Center for adult 
education. In this letter it had a firefighter and EMT course. I wanted 
to do something to make a difference with my life and at that 
moment it all started to make sense. 9/11 at that moment didn’t 
make me want to be a fireman but it did raise my understanding 
of what that lifestyle is and helped spark that interest in doing 
something for my community and family.”

“I was on duty in Delaware County for medic 7,” said Robert Stevens, 
WT firefighter. “I was just starting the day and one of the guys said 
that a plane had hit the World Trade Center. We didn’t take a run 
until 9 p.m. that night. It was like everything had stopped.”

“I was on duty that day working at station 95,” said Battalion Chief 
Tom Harris. “When the towers started falling, I was thinking oh my 
God, because we knew they were full of firemen. We didn’t know 
how many people were in them, but we knew they were full of 
firemen. It was such a big loss.”

“The next several days were just eerie,” said Battalion Chief Adam 
Smith. “I had just ended my shift at station 91 and when you came 
into the firehouse two days later, it was all we talked about and all 
that was on TV. We had a couple guys get deployed with Ohio Task 
Force One and we kept in communication with them on what was 
going on there.”

For the next several days and weeks after the attacks, the City 
of Dublin and Washington Township community showed an 
outpouring of support to our first responders. Food, cards, and 
candles were left at all the stations and groceries were paid for. 
There wasn’t a bad thing to be heard surrounding the job. 

“We had an influx of people wanting to be firefighters,” said 
Assistant Chief Bill Lynn. “This was a very honorable job and a lot 
of people wanted to do that. You couldn’t go anywhere for a long 
time after that where people didn’t thank you for your service.”

To mark the one-year anniversary of the attacks, the WTFD wanted 
to bring a piece of 9/11 back to Central Ohio. Firefighter JR Rine 
got a hold of a person in New York about a piece of the tower to 
honor as a memorial to those that lost their lives. He was at the 
fair when the call came in that WT was approved. The next day, 
two firefighters loaded up truck 93 and drove all the way to NY to 
pick it up. We were the first township or city to have a piece for 
remembrance.

“For the one-year anniversary of 9/11 we did a community wide 
remembrance at the high school,” said firefighter James Fish. “The 
steel was sitting on a table that night. We had pipes and drums 
there, a fly over, and the mounted unit from Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Department. We filled that stadium and everyone had 
flashlights and shined them straight up in the air.”

Now that piece of steel sits outside station 93 on a marble 
memorial, donated by another firefighter’s family. A memorial is still 
held every September 11th, to honor those heroic firefighters who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice but also saved thousands of lives. 

“The whole fire service lost that day,” said Smith “It had impacts and 
ripple effects throughout the country.”

Despite our shared grief in the aftermath of 9/11, hope, resilience, 
and unity lifted us up as a nation. Twenty years later, these lessons 
are more important than ever.
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Permanent Levies

The Franklin County Budget Commission 
has approved Washington Township’s 
request to forgo four small permanent 
fire levies for 2022 that would save Dublin 
homeowners $34.14 per $100,000 of as-
sessed valuation, or about $102 dollars on 
a $300,000 valued home. The levies have 
been present since the early 1970s.

The estimated revenue foregone by the 
township would be about $3 million. By 
voting each year to not collect this revenue 
stream, the township will gradually reduce 
the township’s all fund balance of $40 
million.

“Because of the healthy state of our town-
ship and our continued spending discipline 
over the past several years, we believe 
we can evaluate the need for these four 
permanent levies each year,” said Trustee 
Charles Kranstuber. “I am very optimistic 
that we won’t have to collect these levies 
for years to come.” 

“Our goal is to reduce the amount collected 
from the taxpayers until the fund balance is 
in line with accepted norms,” said Trustee 
Denise King. “By not collecting the four 
small permanent levies in 2022 and possibly 
beyond, the board can methodically reduce 
the fund balance while keeping enough 
in reserve to respond to emergencies. We 
can do this because the board strategically 
transferred parks, kept staff levels stable, 
and instituted EMS billing, thereby making 
this tax savings possible.”  

“It’s the right thing to do,” said Trustee Jan 
Rozanski. “We as trustees will continue to 
be financially responsible, while also main-
taining the excellent fire and EMS services 
our community is so proud of.” 

The Washington Township Trustees 
passed the resolution in April 2021,  
and was approved by the budget  
commission in August.  

Township Trustee  
Denise Franz King  
Says Goodbye 

After 20 years as a Washington Township Trustee, Denise 
Franz King has decided not to run for another four-year 
term. This announcement caps off a well-established  
career in public office.

“I felt it was the right time for me, because I have been able to make a difference and 
it’s time for someone younger to have their opportunity to serve,” said King.

King served seven years as a member of Dublin City Council and the last 20 years as a 
trustee. During her remarkable career in public service she has been part of the growth 
in Washington Township and Dublin, has helped community members, fixed tax issues, 
and helped grow the fire department to where it is today.

“My number one goal that I look back on with satisfaction was to make sure the 
firefighters have the equipment and the training that they needed to do their jobs,” 
said King. “To keep them safe so they could keep us safe was very important to me. It 
wasn’t the only thing we needed to do, but that is the most important thing.”

As her time comes to an end, she looks back on this office with many memories. But, 
the job needs to continue. Before she says her final goodbyes there are a couple of 
projects she would like to see finished.

“I look forward to the completion of the Amlin project, to continue to keep the 
township fiscally stable without raising tax rates and very systematically continue to 
enforce the zoning laws,” said King.

What does she plan to do with her free time? Travel.

“First thing is I am going to do is take a trip that follows the Oregon Trail with a friend 
of mine. I am also going to stop and visit my cousins in Kansas, and have them teach 
me their secret recipe for Pecan Rolls and Cheesecake,” said King “And just spend time 
with people. I want to reconnect, especially with family members. I have never been to 
the Oregon coast and I heard it is gorgeous.”

Washington Township wants to thank Denise for her service throughout the years. 
Thank you for speaking out for the community. Thank you for investing your time in 
the fire department and thank you for your dedication. Washington Township will 
always be grateful of your service and we are glad you call this place home. 

“If you ever want to find a group of honest, talented, hardworking, educated in their 
field people come to Washington Township,” said King. “They are really dedicated and I 
love that. Our fire department is  galvanized by keeping us safe.”
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Help Prevent Street 
Flooding – Keep 
Storm Drains Clear

Help prevent street flooding by keep-
ing storm drains free from blockages 
both in the fall and winter months. 
The accumulation of leaves in the fall 
is a common cause of storm sewer 
blockages. Following proper yard 
waste collection guidelines can help 
keep storm drains flowing at peak 
performance during wet weather.

During extreme winter conditions, 
residents are asked to step up and 
do their part by shoveling walks and 
clearing snow and ice from catch 
basins. If you live along a residential 
street and can safely access the catch 
basin without risk of slipping or fall-
ing into traffic, shovel the snow and 
ice into the sewer and onto the curb, 
but away from sidewalks. Heat within 
the sewer will melt the ice. 

Churches, area commissions, civic 
associations and other neighborhood 
groups can band together to clear 
catch basins in their neighborhood, 
allowing the melting snow and ice to 
flow into storm sewers. Again, safety 
first - please do not attempt to clear 
basins along busy streets or where 
there is risk of being hit by traffic.

Residents also can help by clearing 
ice and snow from sump pump outlet 
pipes to prevent water from backing 
up into basements and downspout 
pipe outlets at the curb.

Learn Before You Burn

As patio fire pits and outdoor fireplaces grow in popularity, so does backyard burning. 
Homeowners enjoy fire pits and outdoor fireplaces for warmth, recreation and cooking. 
Backyard fires are permissible in Dublin and the unincorporated Township, as long as they 
comply with Ohio Fire Code and Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidelines: 

1.  Recreational “small” fires must be confined to an approved outdoor container if the open
burn is within 50 feet of a structure.

2.  The container keeps the size of the fire to less than three feet in width
 and no higher than two feet.

3.  The fire is controlled by the burn container, which reduces the fire exposure risk
to nearby structures.

4.  The fire pit or approved container must be at least 15 feet away from any structure or
combustible surface. This minimal distance is per national, state and local fire code re-
quirements for open burning in approved containers. When it comes time to use your fire
pit or chimney:

Keep in mind that outdoor fires can cause smoke scares if the source of the smoke is not 
readily apparent. These 9-1-1 calls are treated as potential fires, which commit firefighters 
and equipment until the source of the smoke is identified. Consider notifying your neigh-
bors of your intent to have backyard fires so they are aware of the source of any smoke 
they may see or smell.

Protecting Your Family:  
Why car seat fittings are important

Eight out of 10 car seats are fitted incorrectly. Many of these 
mistakes can be fatal to a child in the event of a crash. But if you 
schedule a visit to the Washington Township Administration build-
ing, then one of our inspectors will help educate you on the best 
use of your seat in the car.

When you arrive, our nationally certified child passenger safety 
technician will look to see which car seat you would like to have 
fitted. The parent will then fill out a little information about their 
car and child. The technician will demonstrate how to fit the seat, 
remove it, and will then also teach the parent how to fit the seat 
themselves. 

“As I am fitting the seat, I tell the parents what I am doing,” said 
Sara Hall, Community Safety Educator for Washington Township. “I 
teach them how to install the seat and not just do it for them. This 
way they know how to do the next one.”

Our technicians, on average, do about 300 car seat installations a 
year. The qualifications for a safety technician is 40 hours of school-
ing, passing of a written exam and continuing education while 
being observed by an instructor during every renewal process. 

Recommendations have changed significantly in the last year, let 
alone the past 10 years.  Things are no longer the same as when 
parents where a child. Here are the current stages of car seats in 
the U.S. today:

Stage 1: Rear-facing
New recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics 
and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration say that 
children should ride rear facing until at least age 2.  

Stage 2: Forward-facing
Forward facing should happen AFTER the child has outgrown the 
rear facing weight limit of his or her seat.  For most car seats, this 
is 30-45 pounds, depending on the seat. The child should for-
ward-face until he or she outgrows the seat.

Stage 3: Boosters
Preferably, a child won’t go into a booster until the age 5-6.  Kids 
should use a high backed booster until they outgrow the moveable 
part of the high back, then use a low back booster until they can 
pass the 5 step test to fit into the seat belt.

Stage 4: Seat belt 
Kids go into the seat belt when they can pass the 5 step test:

1. Does the child sit all the way back against the auto seat?

2.  Do the child’s knees bend comfortably at the edge
of the auto seat?

3. Does the belt cross the shoulder between the neck and arm?

4. Is the lap belt as low as possible and across the hips?

5. Can the child stay seated like this for the whole trip?

If you are a parent doing the fitting yourself, Hall has one piece 
of advice for you. 

“Read the directions and take your time,” said Hall. “Don’t do any-
thing above what the directions tell you to do.”

Washington Township offers car seat fittings Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings. To schedule an appointment, just go to our website; 
wtwp.com and click on car seat installation on the front page.  
We have lots of appointments available. 

“People know our program and come 
back or recommend us to their friends,” 
said Hall. “We fit car seats both for  
residents and non-residents and anyone 
who needs it. Best thing about our  
service is it is free.”

•  Check your home insurance policy to
ensure that you’re properly covered
when using an approved outdoor fire
container.

•  Avoid windy conditions that can
blow hot embers onto combustible
surfaces. It’s possible that conditions
in Ohio could prompt burn bans,
depending on dry weather conditions.

•  Remove leaves and other combustible
materials around the pit to ensure the
fire doesn’t accidentally spread.

•  Always have a container of water
nearby and a garden hose on standby
before starting the fire.

•  Keep children and pets a minimum
of three feet from the open burn.

•  Do not use lighter fluid, kerosene or
gasoline to start a fire because of the
risks of severe burn injury. Instead,
place a crumpled piece of paper or
cardboard and cover with kindling.
As the wood catches fire, add larger
pieces until you’re able to add a dry
seasoned log or two.

•  Extinguish a fire by spreading the ash-
es over a larger surface area to cool.
Then, pour water over the ashes to
make sure they are completely extin-
guished, as ashes can re-ignite.

•  If you have a fire that escapes your
fire pit and moves into a nearby pile
of kindling or a combustible surface,
call 9-1-1 immediately, then apply
water if it’s available.
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Financial Report

Combined statement of receipts, disbursements and changes  
in balances. This is an unaudited Financial Statement.   

Revenue Receipts Total 
Taxes 19,886,534 
Charges for Services 1,060,425 
Licenses, Permits & Fees 39,634 
Intergovernmental Receipts 2,292,116 
Interest 348,864 
All Other Revenue 991,986 
Transfers In 241,292 
Total Revenue Receipts 2020 24,860,852 
  
Expenditure Disbursements  
General Government  382,580 
Public Safety 19,457,936 
Public Works  150,392 
Capital Outlay 711,459 
Transfer Out 241,292 
Total Expenditure Disbursement 2020 20,943,659 
Total Receipts Over (Under Disbursements)  3,917,193 
Fund Cash Balances, January 1, 2020 36,207,490 
Fund Cash Balances, December 31, 2020 40,124,683*

Retirees and Promotions

Congratulations to all our retirees and to those that have been 
promoted. We wouldn’t be who we are today if it weren’t for 
those that came before. Thank you all for your service.

2020 Retirements
Alan Perkins – Fire Inspector

Brian Skipworth – Firefighter

Mike Halleck – Firefighter

Robert Wintering – Firefighter

Steve Greenawalt – Firefighter

Sandy Hall – Firefighter

Todd Bagent – Firefighter

2020 Hires / Promotions
Alec Marchetta – promoted to FT Firefighter

Daniel Rowe – promoted to FT Firefighter

Henry Kwan – promoted to FT Firefighter

Jeremiah Withers – promoted to FT Firefighter

Jeremy Reese – promoted to FT Firefighter

Nicholas Brown – promoted to FT Firefighter

Stephanie Meister – promoted to FT Firefighter

2021 Retirements
Alex Caskey – Firefighter

Anna Worman – Administration Manager

Charles Mills – Firefighter

Kevin Schultz – Firefighter

Leslie Dybiec – Communications Manager

Mike Hutton – Firefighter

Scott Thomas – Firefighter

2021 New Hires / Promotions
Nathan Castle – promoted to FT Firefighter

Devin Miller – promoted to FT Firefighter

Josh Schellhase – promoted to FT Firefighter

Anthony Pickens – promoted to FT Firefighter

Melanie Amato – Communications Manager

Mike DeFrancisco – Fire Inspector

Sam Parsons – Fire Inspector

Safety education for every age     Register at wtwp.com

Poster Contest
Who? Third graders enrolled in Dublin City Schools, Washington 
Elementary (Hilliard Schools), St. Brigid’s, Tree of Life, or home-
schooled in Dublin or Washington Township.

What? Create a poster which includes the following message, 
“Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety.” Posters will be evaluated based 
on: (1) creativity incorporating the theme into the poster design, (2) 
effectiveness at catching the readers’ attention. 

Why? Enter because it’s fun and because prizes will be awarded 
for the first place and runner up entries from each school and from 
among all homeschooled students. 

How? Use one 12” X 18” sheet of paper and any medium you desire 
(pencils, crayons, paint, chalk, etc.) to create a cool, one-of-a-kind 
poster design that attracts attention and conveys your message. 
Supply your own paper or get some from your third grade teacher 
or at 6200 Eiterman Road. Paper will be delivered to schools the last 
week in September.

When? Entries must be submitted at the entrant’s school or at 6200 
Eiterman Road by 4 p.m. October 13, 2021. All entries must have the 
following legible information on the poster’s reverse side in order 
to be eligible: Student’s first and last name, school name (or home 
address, if homeschooled), teacher’s name (or parent’s name, if 
homeschooled).

CPR & AED Certification
Learn CPR and how to use an automatic external defibrillator, or 
AED. Developed by the American Heart Association, this class ad-
dresses pediatric and adult CPR, recognizing and relieving a choking 
victim, recognizing the signs of a heart attack, and how to use an 
AED. We kindly ask that everyone please wear a mask during class 
(vaccinated & unvaccinated). 

Ages:  12 & up  
Location:  Washington Township Administrative Offices 
 6200 Eiterman Rd, Dublin, OH 43016 
Fee:  $35 (Township/Dublin residents), $45 (non-residents) 
Time:  5:30-8pm 
Date:  Wednesday, November 17

CPR for Healthcare Provider
This course is specifically designed for those who work in the 
healthcare field. Topics include recognizing several life-threatening 
emergencies, providing CPR, using an AED and relieving choking in 
a safe, timely and effective manner. We kindly ask that everyone 
please wear a mask during class (vaccinated & unvaccinated). 

Ages:  18 & up  
Location:  Washington Township Administrative Offices 
 6200 Eiterman Rd, Dublin, OH 43016 
Fee:  $35 (Township/Dublin residents), $45 (non-residents) 
Time:  5:30pm-8pm 
Date:  Wednesday, November 10

Infant CPR for New and Expecting Parents
If you expecting or adopting a child, have a newborn at home, or 
will be babysitting your new grandchild, this class is for you! React 
quickly with the knowledge and skills that can help a baby if they 
are choking or need CPR. Although this in an American Heart Asso-
ciation course, you will not receive a completion card. Our certified 
car seat technician will offer tips on securing your child’s car seat. 
We kindly ask that everyone please wear a mask during class (vacci-
nated & unvaccinated). 

Ages:  18 and up 
Location:  Washington Township Administrative Offices 
 6200 Eiterman Rd, Dublin, OH 43016 
Fee:  $10 (Township/Dublin residents), $15 (non-residents) 
Time:  5:30m-7:30pm 
Date:  Wednesday, October 20

AED Consultations
Automatic External Defibrillators or AEDs are becoming more com-
mon in public places, businesses, and even private homes. Many 
who learn CPR also learn how to use an AED with CPR, providing 
the potential for bystander response that can really make a differ-
ence in a cardiac arrest victim’s outcome. If you have an AED or are 
thinking about purchasing one, our safety technician can answer 
your questions about their use, features, and cost. To arrange for 
a site visit, Dublin/Washington Township residents and businesses 
can call 614-652-3920 or complete the AED consultation request 
form at wtwp.com.

 
*Township policy requires an amount equal to 25% of operating expenditures be 
carried over to the following year to pay bills during the first quarter of the following 
year. Because townships are funded primarily through real estate and property taxes, 
the carryover requirement was established to enable the Township to pay bills until 
the first half tax settlement is received in mid-March. The remainder is reserved to fund 
future capital projects such as real estate acquisition and replacement of fire trucks and 
medic vehicles. The Township currently has no debt service obligations.

Fire Prevention Week - October 3-9 
Theme: “Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety!” 
For more information visit nfpa.org/fpw
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Hydrant Flushing

From September 1st through the end of the month, the 
Washington Township Fire Department will perform annual fall 
maintenance on the City’s 3,323 public water hydrants (iden-
tified by green bases and green caps). Water will be pumped 
from the hydrant barrels to prevent damage and or inopera-
bility, which can occur if water is left in the barrel and freezes 
during winter months. A select number of hydrants will also be 
flushed during this time. 

Hydrants with white bases and green caps are privately 
owned. Maintenance of these hydrants is the responsibility 
of the association that owns the hydrant(s). To ensure that 
hydrants on your street are accessible for maintenance and fire 
emergencies, please maintain a three-foot clearance around 
them and remove anything that interferes with its visibility 
from the street. 

Questions about fire hydrant maintenance may be directed 
to our fire investigators at 614-652-3920.




