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Minutes of June 14, 2022
Record of Proceedings

The Washington Township Board of Trustees regularly scheduled meeting was held at the Washington Township Administration Building, 6200 Eiterman Road, Dublin, Ohio, on June 14, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., with Mr. Jan Rozanski, Chairman, calling the meeting to order, and it opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll call – 
Mr. Jan Rozanski, Chair - Present




Mr. Charles Kranstuber, Vice Chair – Present   



Mr. Stu Harris, Trustee – Absent 
Oath of Office:

Mr. Rozanski administered the oath of office to the following Fire personnel:  


Evan DeGiralomo – Lieutenant 


Anthony Pickens – Full Time Firefighter


Payton Senter – Full Time Firefighter

Sheriff’s Report:

Deputy Burton Haren, Community Liaison with the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, submitted a written report for the record but did not attend meeting.  Written report is appended to the meeting Minutes.  












#Append #001

Amlin Project Update:  

Mr. Michael Brehm and Mr. Jason Smallwood with EMH&T, attended this meeting and updated the Board of Trustees on lighting and street trees for the Amlin Project.  This project will start July 5, 2022, and the estimated competition date for the majority of this project to be late fall/early winter. The lighting and street trees completion date projected to be spring of 2024.  Franklin County Engineer’s Office will be in charge of the majority of this project (Roads & Stormwater Drainage).  

Resolution Concluding Employment:

Mr. Kranstuber introduced and moved the adoption of the following Resolution:

A RESOLUTION CONCLUDING DOUGLAS R.HYLAND EMPLOYMENT AS A FULL-TIME FIREFIGHTER / PARAMEDIC

WHEREAS, the Board of Township Trustees of Washington Township hired Douglas R. Hyland on February 22, 1997, and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees for Washington Township recognizes that Douglas R. Hyland has communicated his intention to resign for the purposes of retirement.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Washington Township, Franklin, Delaware, and Union Counties, State of Ohio:

Section 1:
The Board of Trustees hereby approves the retirement of:

Name:


Douglas R. Hyland

Position / Department:
Firefighter - Paramedic / Fire

Classification:

Full-Time

Effective date:

June 9, 2022

Section 2:
Douglas R. Hyland is not eligible for rehire; 

Section 3:
It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the passage of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the Board and that all deliberations of the Board and any of the decision making bodies of the Board of Trustees which resulted in such formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of the State of Ohio.

Section 4:
All prior legislation, or any parts thereof, which is/are inconsistent with this Resolution is/are hereby repealed as to the inconsistent parts thereof.

Mr. Rozanski seconded the motion, the roll was called up on for its adoption, and all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees, that were present voted aye.  Resolution adopted June 14, 2022. 
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Append #002

Resolution Concluding Employment:
Mr. Kranstuber introduced and moved the adoption of the following Resolution:

A RESOLUTION CONCLUDING RALPH E. CASTO’S EMPLOYMENT AS A PART-TIME FIREFIGHTER / PARAMEDIC

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Washington Township hired Ralph E. Casto on August 12, 2003; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees for Washington Township recognizes that despite attempts from staff to communicate with Ralph E. Casto, he has not conveyed his intentions to continue employment with the Township or work the required minimum hours.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Washington Township, Franklin, Delaware, and Union Counties, State of Ohio:

Section 1:
The Board of Trustees hereby approves ending the employment of:

Name:


Ralph E. Casto

Position / Department:
Firefighter - Paramedic / Fire

Classification:

Part-Time

Effective date:

June 2, 2022

Section 2:
Ralph E. Casto is not eligible for rehire; 

Section 3:
It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the passage of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the Board and that all deliberations of the Board and any of the decision making bodies of the Board of Trustees which resulted in such formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of the State of Ohio.

Section 4:
All prior legislation, or any parts thereof, which is/are inconsistent with this Resolution is/are hereby repealed as to the inconsistent parts thereof.

Mr. Rozanski seconded the motion, the roll was called up on for its adoption, and all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees, that were present voted aye.  Resolution adopted June 14, 2022. 
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Append #003

2023 Tax Budget:  

Mr. Eric Richter, Township Administrator, reviewed the 2023 Tax Budget summary with the Board of Trustees.  The Ohio Revised Code 5705.28 mandates adoption of the tax budget by a taxing authority no later than July 15, of each year for the next succeeding year.  The primary purpose of the tax budget is to set property tax rates, and allocate local government fund dollars.

Fire Fund Capital Outlay

We expect an engine currently in production to be delivered and payable in calendar year 2023.  This expense has been captured in both the Fire and EMS Billing Funds.

OPWC and American Rescue Plan (ARP) Funding

At this time, we are not expecting any activity related to OPWC or American Rescue Plan (ARP) funding during 2023.

Estimated Revenues

The Township has received an updated Certificate of Estimated Resources from the Franklin County Budget Commission, representing a modest increase in General Fund estimated receipts for 2023.  The Township also benefits from the State increase of the gasoline tax. Interest earnings are now being pro-rated and applied to the Motor Vehicle License and Gasoline Tax Funds, resulting in modest increases to those resources.   The EMS Billing Fund estimate remains flat based on historical performance.

The Fire Fund revenue estimate reflects resuming collection of the Township’s four permanent fire levies for tax lien date 2022, payable in 2023.

	Estimated Revenues by Fund
	
	

	 
	2022 Permanent Budget
	2023 Tax Budget
	Percent Change between 2022 Permanent Budget and 2023 Tax Budget

	General Fund
	 $         1,525,433 
	 $                1,621,463 
	6.3%

	Motor Vehicle Fund
	 $               5,500 
	 $                       5,500 
	0.0%

	Gasoline Fund
	 $           125,000 
	 $                   125,000 
	0.0%

	Police Fund
	 $                         -   
	 $                                -   
	0.0%

	Fire Fund
	 $      18,211,999 
	 $              21,220,799 
	16.5%

	EMS Billing Fund
	 $           900,000 
	 $                   900,000 
	0.0%

	ARPA (2022) - NEW
	 $             53,005 
	 $                                -   
	N/A

	OPWC - NEW
	 $        1,500,000 
	 $                                -   
	N/A

	TOTAL REVENUES
	 $      22,320,937 
	 $              23,872,762 
	7.0%


Expenditure Appropriations

Proposed 2023 expenditure appropriations decreased significantly in two funds, the General Fund and the Gasoline Tax Fund.  Both decreases are related to expenditures associated with the Amlin area improvement project to occur during 2022.  The Fire Fund represents a modest increase of 2.6%, primarily related to anticipated retirements, other personnel costs, and capital outlays.

	Proposed Appropriations by Fund
	
	

	 
	2022 Permanent Budget
	2023 Tax Budget
	Percent Change between 2022 Permanent Budget and 2023 Tax Budget

	General Fund
	 $        3,929,250 
	 $               1,172,280 
	-70.2%

	Motor Vehicle Fund
	 $             15,000 
	 $                    15,000 
	0.0%

	Gasoline Fund
	 $           971,600 
	 $                  171,600 
	-82.3%

	Police Fund
	 $             20,000 
	 $                    20,000 
	0.0%

	Fire Fund
	 $      23,423,400 
	 $             24,042,362 
	2.6%

	EMS Billing Fund
	 $        1,495,000 
	 $               1,505,000 
	0.7%

	ARPA (2022) - NEW
	 $             53,005 
	 $                              -   
	N/A

	OPWC - NEW
	 $        1,500,000 
	 $                              -   
	N/A

	TOTAL EXPENDITURES
	 $      31,407,255 
	 $             26,926,242 
	-14.3%


Resolution to Adopt the 2023 Temporary Budget Appropriation: 

Mr. Kranstuber introduced and moved the adoption of the following Resolution:

WHEREAS the levels of resources have been identified for the 2023 fiscal year, and

WHEREAS appropriate planning and consultation within the Township has been accomplished; and

WHEREAS the Township’s Fiscal Officer, Administrator and the Fire Chief are now prepared to present the 2023 Temporary Budget; and

WHEREAS the Township’s Fiscal Officer, Administrator and the Fire Chief have prepared the 2023 Temporary Budget Appropriations resolution;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2023 Temporary Appropriations and Fiscal Operating, Capital and Debt Service Budgets of Washington Township, Franklin, Delaware and Union Counties, Ohio, for fiscal year 2023 as supported in the accompanying documentation and approved by the Trustees, Fiscal Officer, Administrator and the Fire Chief, to make expenditures within the projected income levels, provided that bills and payrolls shall be submitted to and approved for payment upon resolution of the Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Fiscal Officer be instructed to incorporate the Temporary Budget Resolutions, and all supporting documents into the minutes and appendices of this meeting, and to file these materials with the official records of this Township.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of the Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect and be in force at the earliest time permitted by law.

Mr. Rozanski seconded the motion and the roll was called up on for its adoption, and all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees, that were present voted aye.  Resolution adopted June 14, 2022. 
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Append #004

Resolution Authorizing Payment from the General Fund:

Mr. Kranstuber introduced the following resolution and moved its passage:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR EXPENSES INCURRED FOR REMOVAL OF WILD VEGETATION AND TRASH DEBRIS - Ohio Revised Code § 505.87

WHEREAS, the occupants at 6114 Shier Lane, Dublin, Ohio, 43016, Washington Township, Franklin, Delaware and Union Counties, Ohio (the “Property”), have been determined to have established and perpetuated an actionable nuisance violation at the Property; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the nuisance being maintained by the occupants at the Property threatens the public health, safety and environment; and 

WHEREAS, in the interests of the public health, safety and environment, the Board desires to provide for the immediate abatement, control and/or removal of the nuisance being maintained by the occupants of the Property.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES, WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, FRANKLIN, DELAWARE AND UNION COUNTIES, OHIO, THAT:

Section 1.
The Board hereby authorizes payment, if necessary, from the Township General Fund, currently estimated at $1,000, for removal of wild vegetation and trash debris at the Property.

Section 2.
The Administrator and Fiscal Officer are authorized, on behalf of the Board, to arrange and effectuate the removal of the wild vegetation and trash debris at the Property and to arrange a lien on the Property relating to the cost of such removal. 

Section 3.
It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of the Board concerning and relating to the passage of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of the Board, and that all deliberations of the Board and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22.

Mr. Rozanski seconded the motion and, after discussion, a roll was called up on for its adoption, and all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees, that were present voted aye.  Resolution adopted June 14, 2022. 
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Append #005

Fireworks in the Unincorporated Territory of the Township: 

Chief Alec O’Connell reviewed with the Board of Trustees H.B. 172 “Fireworks Bill” which was signed by Governor Mike DeWine on November 8th, 2021, and takes effect on July 1st, 2022. H.B. 172 legalizes the private discharge of fireworks in Ohio on various dates throughout the year. 

Chief O’Connell and City of Dublin Police Chief Justin Páez have recently met and agree on the importance of Washington Township and the City of Dublin having a similar approach to banning the discharge, ignition, or explosion of fireworks in Dublin and Washington Township. The City of Dublin has a similar ordinance to this proposed resolution banning the discharge, ignition, or explosion of fireworks. 

Resolution Banning the Discharge, Ignition, or Explosion of Fireworks in the Unincorporated Territory of the Township: 

Mr. Kranstuber introduced and moved the adoption of the following:

RESOLUTION Banning the discharge, ignition, or explosion of fireworks in the unincorporated territory of the township
WHEREAS, on November 8, 2021, Governor Mike DeWine signed Amended Substitute House Bill 172 (HB 172).  Known as the “Fireworks Bill,” HB 172 takes effect on July 1, 2022 and legalizes the private discharge of fireworks in Ohio on the following days:

•
New Year’s Day

•
Chinese New Year

•
Cinco de Mayo

•
Memorial Day weekend

•
Juneteenth

•
July 3rd, July 4th and July 5th as well as the Friday, Saturday, and Sunday preceding and following 

•
Labor Day weekend

•
Diwali 

•
New Year’s Eve

WHEREAS, despite the passage of House Bill 172, local jurisdictions are given the authority to restrict or eliminate the private discharge of consumer-grade fireworks.  Specifically, HB 172 added R.C. 3743.45(D), which provides: 

(D)
A county with respect to the unincorporated territory of the county, a township, with respect to the unincorporated territory of the township, or a municipal corporation may do either of the following:

(1)
Restrict the dates and times a person may discharge, ignite, or explode fireworks purchased pursuant to this section.

(2)
Ban the discharge, ignition, or explosion of fireworks purchased pursuant to this section. 

WHEREAS, both Washington Township Fire Chief Alec O’Connell and Dublin Police Chief Justin Páez recommend the City of Dublin and Washington Township affirmatively opt-out of the Fireworks Bill and affirm and/or reaffirm the ban on discharging, igniting or exploding fireworks in the City and unincorporated territory of the Township; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Washington Township now wants to take advantage of R.C. 3743.45(D) and ban the discharge, ignition, or explosion of fireworks in the unincorporated territory of the Township.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Washington Township, Franklin, Delaware, and Union Counties, State of Ohio:

Section 1:
As allowed under R.C. 3743.45(D)(2) and notwithstanding anything to the contrary in R.C. 3743.45(B), except for licensed exhibitors of fireworks authorized to conduct a fireworks exhibition pursuant to R.C. 3743.50 to 3743.55 and Section 1519.02, no person shall discharge, ignite or explode any firework in the unincorporated territory of the Township.

Section 2:
It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of the Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.
Section 3:
This Resolution shall take effect and be in force at the earliest time permitted by law.

Mr. Rozanski seconded the motion, and the roll was called up on for its adoption, and all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees, that were present voted aye.  Resolution adopted June 14, 2022. 
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Append #007
Motion to Purchase and Update Microsoft Exchange Licenses:

Mr. Richter stated in early 2017 the Township initiated a contract with a new information technology vendor to evaluate the Township’s infrastructure, licensing compliance, and the useful life of desktops/laptops and other equipment.  During 2017, all Microsoft licensing requirements were brought into compliance utilizing Microsoft Office 2016.

Now five years later, it is time for the Township to upgrade our licensing to version 2019 Microsoft Exchange Server licensing.  By doing so now, the upgraded licensing should have a useful life of at least five years as Microsoft considers changes to their licensing agreements.  There have been some articles written that Microsoft may only license internet-based Microsoft Office 365 in the future, which would require a monthly recurring fee per license and ultimately cost the licensees more.  By upgrading to version 2019 now, the Township should be able to, at a minimum, delay any forced migration to Microsoft Office 365 in the near future.

Motion by Mr. Kranstuber, seconded by Mr. Rozanski, to authorize the Township Administrator to approve the expenditure related to the upgrades of the 2019 Microsoft Exchange Servicer Licenses, with a cost not to exceed $19,000 and as per the recommendation. Motion passed. 



#2022.06.14.007












Append #008

Motion to Approve the ER91 Mounting of Tools and Equipment: 
Chief Alec O’Connell stated the Fire Department accepted delivery of the new Engine Rescue (ER91) from Sutphen Corporation on May 31, 2022.  Before the apparatus is placed in service, all tools and equipment from the current engine/rescue needs removed and mounted in the new apparatus. Fire and Marine Inc. (FMI) in Springfield, OH, has been selected to perform the professional and custom mounting of the equipment on the new ER91. Chief O’Connell stated FMI has a great reputation and performs superior work. FMI uses a computer-aided design software to layout each compartment to maximize the available storage on the apparatus. Each tool and piece of equipment will be mounted securely in the compartments, which will allow for rapid recognition of any missing tools. It also protects the equipment and increases safety when compartment doors are opened. The mounting of these tools was included in the budget before the apparatus was ordered. The cost to mount the tools and equipment is not to exceed $47,000. Due to the specialized scope of work that FMI performs, multiple bids were not able to be obtained.  

Motion by Mr. Rozanski, seconded by Mr. Kranstuber, to authorize the Township Administrator to approve and enter into an agreement with Fire and Marine Inc. for the custom mounting of tools and equipment for Engine/Rescue 91 at a cost not to exceed $47,000 as recommended by staff.  Motion passed. 
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Append #009

Motion to Approve Purchase of Rescue 91 Headset Replacement:

Chief O’Connell also requested for the ER91, as part of our firefighter safety measures, all apparatus have headsets assigned to each seat for the purpose of hearing protection and communication between the crew. Unfortunately, the headset system in the old rescue cannot be moved to the new rescue, due to ongoing problems, and it would not be a financially sound decision to repair the system based on the age. A quote was received from B&C Communication to equip the apparatus, at a price not to exceed $11,500. However, this price is only for the equipment, and it will need to be installed by PARR Emergency for an additional charge.  
Motion by Mr. Kranstuber, seconded by Mr. Rozanski, authorized the Township Administrator to purchase headsets and accessories from B&C Communications, at a cost not to exceed $11,500, for the new Sutphen Rescue, as recommended by staff.  Motion passed. 
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Append #009

Approval of the Minutes 
Motion by Mr. Rozanski, seconded by Mr. Kranstuber, to approve the Meeting Minutes of May 24, 2022, as presented.  Motion passed.
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Append #010
Approval of the Consent Agenda: 

Motion by Mr. Kranstuber, seconded by Mr. Rozanski, to approve the following consent agenda items as presented:  
· Bills:  May 13, 2022


$   192,734.21

· Bills:  May 27, 2022


$     90,135.31

· Payroll:  May 27, 2022

$   448,656.86

· Monthly Payroll: June 3, 2022
$       8,982.24
· Payroll:  June 10, 2022

$   533,979.57

· April Monthly Financial Report 

Motion Passed
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Append #010
Motion to Approve Expenditure for Fire Gear:
Motion by Mr. Kranstuber, seconded by Mr. Rozanski, to approve the expenditure for Fire Gear in the amount not to exceed $32,000, as per the recommendation of staff.  Motion passed.  

#2022.06.14.010












Append #011 

Motion to Approve Renovations to Station #92:   

Motion by Mr. Kranstuber, seconded by Mr. Rozanski, to approve the renovation to Station #92 for Quartz Counter Tops for the kitchen and bathrooms, as presented and recommended by staff at an amount not to exceed $14,000.  Motion passed.  
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Append #012
Round Table Discussion:

Department Heads and Trustees gave updated reports and discussions held, but no action was taken during round table.  
Mr. Matt Wenning, Washington Township Fire Personnel Physical/Strength Trainer, was present and he reviewed with the Board of Trustees his training program.  Mr. Wenning has been the Departments trainer since 2008.  Presentation appended to the Meeting Minutes.  



Append #0013

Mr. Kranstuber requested Mr. Richter to look into extending the sidewalks/bike path from Eiterman Road to Cosgray Road, along Shier Rings Road, for the unincorporated area of the Township.  Mr. Richter stated he would check with the City of Dublin to see what the future plans are for this area.  
Motion by Mr. Kranstuber, seconded by Mr. Rozanski, requested the Township Administrator to contact the City of Dublin, for the purpose of obtaining the final plat along Shier Ring Road so Washington Township could possibly connect the sidewalk/bike path, then get a survey of the properties, and then report back to the Board on the status of the research, at the next meeting.  Motion passed.  

#2022.06.14.012  

Adjourn Meeting:

Meeting of June 14, 2022, adjourned at approximately 6:55 p.m.

_____________________________________                 _______________________________
Mr. Jan Rozanski, Chair


               
Ms. Joyce E. Robinson, Fiscal Officer
