
Fire Station Open House 
Sunday October 9

Details inside

Lower cost and convenience have made corrugated stainless steel tubing, 
or CSST, popular as an alternative to steel for natural gas lines. Unless 
grounded CSST can pose a serious fire risk.
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Double trouble: Flexible gas line and lightning

If your home was built between 
1990 and 2009, you may have an 
increased risk of fire during a storm 

with lightning. Corrugated stainless 
steel tubing, also referred to as CSST, 
is a type of flexible gas 
line that was approved 
for use in Ohio homes in 
1980. CSST is different 
from iron pipe that is 
commonly used for gas 
line in that it is flexible 
and typically wrapped in 
bright yellow casing.
Because it’s flexible, 
many contractors favor 
CSST as it is faster 
and less expensive to 
install. It wasn’t until 
fire departments noticed 
the uptick in home 
fires during storms with 
lightning events that the 
role CSST plays in home 
fires was discovered.

When lightning strikes 
in or near a home with CSST installed, 
it can create an electrical imbalance 
resulting in an arc between the CSST 
and the ground. The arc has enough 
power to burn a hole in the CSST. 

The residual heat from the arc ignites 
the escaping natural gas causing a fire. 
Often times, it isn’t until the fire has 
spread that homeowners notice it.

Washington Township homeowners 
have first hand experience of the 
damage that lightning can cause to 
CSST. If your home uses CSST, it 
is strongly recommended that you 

determine if the CSST system has been 
properly bonded and grounded. A 
licensed electrician can assist you with 
this examination.

The National Association of Fire 
Marshals offers information about 
CSST safety at www.csstsafety.com. 

Fall/Winter 2016
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Washington Township is the sole provider of fire and 
emergency medical services for residents and businesses in the 
City of Dublin and unincorporated Washington Township. 
It is the only fire department in Franklin County that does 
not utilize the funding that private health insurance policies, 
Medicare, and Medicaid are required by law to allocate for 
the partial reimbursement of fire department EMS transport 
services.   

Over the past several years, Dublin has experienced 
significant residential and commercial growth, which has 
resulted in a corresponding increase in the demand for 
Washington Township EMS. Emergency call volume is up 
15% in the past three years, primarily due to demand for 
emergency medical services.   

These services rely heavily on property tax revenue generated 
by a five-year operating levy, the most recent of which was a 
renewal of the previous levy approved by residents in 2015. 

Trustees considering EMS Transport Billing

FACTS ABOUT EMS TRANSPORT BILLING
•  Only patients who are transported would be subject to 

EMS transport billing.

• If implemented, Dublin and Washington Township 
residents would not be invoiced directly for any portion 
of their transport charges. 

• Patients who do not live in Washington Township or 
the City of Dublin would be billed for co-pays, co-
insurance, and any other uncovered portion of their 
bill.

• Patient access to EMS and quality of care would not 
change in any way. Paramedics would provide the 
same excellent care to every patient, without regard for 
residency or insurance status.

• It is estimated that EMS transport billing could 
generate between $750,000 and $870,000/year for 
the fire department, which is approximately 4% of the 
department’s annual budget.  

By renewing the levy rather than replacing it, the Township 
preserved State revenue that would have been otherwise 
discontinued.

Anticipated tax revenue from current and planned 
development in Dublin is not sufficient to meet the long 
term demands for EMS. To minimize the need for future 
property tax increases to support EMS, the Township 
Trustees are considering implementation of an EMS 
transport billing program. If implemented, EMS transport 
billing would utilize patients’ health insurance policies, 
Medicare or Medicaid to reimburse the Township for a 
portion of the cost of patient transportation to a hospital. 

Similar to the process hospitals and doctors use today to bill 
health insurance policy holders for health care services, a 
contractor, hired by the Township, would manage the billing 
process with the insured’s insurance company.  

GET YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

EMAIL  Administrator Sara Ott , sott@wtwp.com 
  Fire Chief Alec O’Connell , aoconnell@wtwp.com 

CALL 614-652-3920 

MEET WITH TRUSTEES
  @ 6200 Eiterman Road, Township Hall   
  September 27 at 6:30 p.m.
  October 11 at 8:00 a.m.
  October 25 at 6:30 p.m.



Before you go to bed on 
November 5, set your clocks 
back one hour.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS November 6! 
Install fresh smoke alarm batteries
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Prescription drug abuse is a growing 
problem, nationwide, and Ohio is 
no exception. Street dealers are one 
source of illegal drugs, but residential  
medicine cabinets and vanity drawers 
have become popular too. 

Pain killers (opioids) are one of the 
most sought after drug categories  
today and those who want them will 
look for a free supply in their own 
homes, and those of friends and 
relatives.

Prescription drugs are not usually 
secured in homes and can often be 
forgotten over time, making them easy 
targets. 

To prevent your unused medications 
from getting in the hands of a 
drug abuser, take them to Dublin’s 
prescription drug drop box in the lobby 
of the Dublin Justice Center, located at 
6565 Commerce Parkway.

Locked and monitored by video 
surveillance at all times, the box 
is available, providing a 24-hour, 
convenient, safe and environmentally-
friendly way for residents to dispose of 
medications they no longer need. 

This community safety resource is the 
result of a joint effort between the 
Dublin Division of Police and Dublin 
Adolescents and Community Together 
(A.C.T.) Coalition. It is made possible 
by grant funding from the Cardinal 
Health Foundation and the National 
Association of Drug Diversion 
Investigators. 

Help prevent addiction to pain killers. 
Secure current prescriptions and safely 
dispose of expired prescriptions. You 
could also be preventing future heroin 
abuse, since many pain killer addicts 
turn to heroin once their supply of pain 
killers is interrupted. 

We’re busier than ever!
The Fire Department’s emergency 
call volume increased 8.4% in 2015 
from the previous year and is on 
target to meet or exceed this growth 
in 2016. 

Safe disposal for unwanted prescriptions
Fish with a Firefighter 

Try fishing with our firefighters! 
We’ll introduce you to the basics, 
including equipment and safety, 
baiting hooks, “reading” the 
bobber, and removing fish from 
hooks. There are plenty of Bluegill, 
Bass, and Sunfish in this pond so 
everyone will have some level of 
success almost immediately. Poles 
and supplies provided. Dress for the 
weather and wear closed toe shoes.  
Thursday, September 14, Dublin 
Recreation Center pond, Ages 7-11, 
$9

Register at
dublinohiousa.gov/recreation



Enter our 
poster
contest

Who?   
Third graders enrolled in Dublin City 
Schools, Washington Elementary 
(Hilliard Schools), or homeschooled in 
Dublin or Washington Township.

What?  Create a poster depicting the 
message, “Don’t wait, check the date. 
Replace smoke alarms every 10 years.”  
Posters will be evaluated based on: (1) 
creativity incorporating the theme into 
the poster design, (2) effectiveness at 
catching the readers’s attention. 

Why?   Enter because it’s fun and 
because prizes will be awarded for 
the first place and runner up entries 
from each school and from among 
all homeschooled students. Award 
recipients and their family members 
will be invited to an awards ceremony 
on Saturday October 15.

How?   Use one 12” X 18” sheet of 
paper and any medium you desire 
(pencils, crayons, paint, chalk, etc.) 
to create a cool, one-of-a-kind poster 
design that attracts attention and 
conveys your message. Supply your 
own paper or get some from your third 
grade teacher or at 6200 Eiterman 
Road from September 16-28, 2016.

When?  Entries must be submitted 
at the entrant’s school or at 6200 
Eiterman Road by noon Sept. 29, 
2016. All entries must have the 
following legible information on the 
poster’s reverse side in order to be 
eligible: Student’s first and last name, 
school name (or home address, if 
homeschooled), teacher’s name (or 
parent’s name, if homeschooled).
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Nitrate-contaminated water is a serious issue
This past June, a nitrate advisory was issued for many parts of the Columbus 
area, indicating that the water supply to housholds in these regions had nitrate 
levels above the safe drinking water standard (10 milligram NO3-N per liter). 

Most of us think of nitrogen as rather benign, perhaps because it can be 
found in the soil, air we breath, rain and water we drink. But nitrogen can be 
harmful, even deadly,  when it takes the form of nitrate or nitrite at elevated 
levels. Without testing, high nitrate levels can easily go undetected because 
nitrate doesn’t change the smell, taste, or look of the water. 

Danger to Infants
If infants drink baby formula or water that contains an elevated level of nitrate 
or nitrite, the nitrates are converted in the child’s stomach to nitrite which 
is absorbed into the body and reacts with the blood (hemoglobin) to form 
methemoglobin. Since hemoglobin carries the oxygen throughout the body 
and methemoglobin can not carry oxygen, the infant can suffocate due to lack 
of oxygen, a condition sometimes referred to as “Blue Baby Syndrome.”

Cancer Concern
Nitrate or nitrite, once in the body, can also form a series of nitrogen 
compounds that have been demonstrated to be cancer causing agents in 
laboratory animals. Currently, there is no direct evidence that nitrate-
contaminated drinking water causes cancer, but it is recommended that you 
reduce your exposure to these compounds.

What are the primary sources of nitrogen that can contribute to excess nitrate 
in our water ?The primary sources of nitrogen are:

Farming/Landscaping: excessive or improper fertilizer use and improper 
storage of manure

Land Development: inadequate stormwater management and erosion 
protection

On-lot Septic and Aeration Tank Systems: improper siting, design, and 
maintenance

Help Prevent Nitrate Contamination in Rivers, and Drinking Water
• Properly site and maintain your leach field or sewage tank aeration system, 

if you have one.

• Apply recommended quantities of fertilizer, and only if needed. 

• Keep grass clippings and leaves from washing into storm drains.

• Clean up pet waste from your yard.

Make sure your water is safe by getting it tested and, if necessary, installing 
a water treatment device. Three-and four-stage reverse osmosis systems are 
readily available and very effective at removing most contaminants. Check the 
manufacturer’s specifications for the contaminants that each filter system is 
capable of removing. 

For more information on water treatment, testing, and filtration, consult 
http://www.water-research.net. Refer to http://www.knowyourh2O.us for 
information about water in your community.

adapted from article by Brian Oram, Professional Geologist –Water-Research.net



New law prevents double taxation for 911 services 
If House Bill 277 had not passed, 
Dublin’s residents who live in Delaware 
and Union counties would have paid 
twice for their 911 dispatching services. 
This came about because of new 
county-wide 911 dispatching levies in 
those counties.

But the Washington Township 
Trustees, led by Trustee Denise Franz 
King, worked with the City of Dublin 
and neighborhood civic associations 
organized by Muirfield’s Bob Fathman, 
to build support with the counties and 
the Ohio General Assembly to prevent 
this issue of double taxation. 

HB 277 prevents county-wide levies 
from being collected from areas that 
are already served by a city. In Dublin, 
these areas include all or portions of 
Muirfield, Tartan Ridge, Tartan West, 
Celtic Crossing, Oak Park, Bishop’s 
Run, Bishop’s Crossing, Park Place, 
Post Preserve, Belvedere and Westfield.
Residents of Franklin County were not 
involved.

HB 277 was sponsored by State 
Representative Andy Brenner of 
Delaware and Senator Dave Burke 
of Marysville and supported by 
Representatives Mike Duffey, Dorothy 

Project DAWN

Pelanda and Stephanie Kunzie and 
Senator Jim Hughes.  In addition to 
Dublin City Council, the Dublin 
Chamber of Commerce adopted a 
resolution of support. The township 
appreciates all our partners in cost-
effectively serving the people of Dublin 
and Washington Township.

We have only a 
couple of minutes to 
reach these people, 
before it’s too late.”  
  Eric Johnson
   EMS Manager

“

During the months of May and 
June 2016, Washington Township 
Paramedics administered Naloxone to 
seven people with symptoms of opiate 
overdose. For six of them, it happened 
in time to save their lives. 

“We have only a couple of minutes 
to reach these people, before it’s too 
late. Our fast response times definitely 
make a difference in the outcomes of 
our patients. But, EMS crews aren’t 

always the first on the emergency 
scene. That’s why Project DAWN is 
so important,”explained Washington 
Township EMS 
Manager Eric 
Johnson.

Project DAWN, 
or, Death 
Avoidance With 
Naloxone, is a 
state-funded 
program designed 
to get Naloxone in the hands of more 
first responders so it is available to 
those who need it. And since both 
paramedics and police officers can 
be first on the scene of an opiate 
overdose emergency, it made sense for 
Project DAWN to include both in the 
program.

The program was initially a pilot 
offered by Ohio Mental Health and 
Addiction Services to hospitals with 

the hightest incidence of 
reported deaths due to opiate 
oversdose. Project DAWN 
has a good chance at being 
continued for at least a second 
year. 

Based on the results from 
the pilot program, Franklin 
County Public Health 

Associate Jennifer Polk is optimistic 
about the positive impact that Project 
DAWN can have on addressing the 
opiate overdose epidemic that has 
become so widespread in Ohio. She 
and many others believe that “While 
this drug doesn’t cure addiction, it 
does give people a second chance to 
get well and seek a healthier path.”
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Oct. 9, 2016   1-4 p.m.

FIRE STATION 
OPEN HOUSE

StatiON 91   
6255 Shier ringS rd

StatiON 92   
4497 hard rd

StatiON 93   
5825 Brand rd

StatiON 95   
5750 Blazer pKwy

•  Climb in the Trucks  •  Take a Fire Station Tour 
•  See Demonstrations  •  Talk to the Firefighters
•  Enjoy Snacks  •  Meet Sparky, the Fire Safety Dog

S.U.D.S. cOllEctiON DrivE  
To Benefit Welcome Warehouse

Accepting Donations of New:
Socks   Underwear 
Deodorant   Shampoo



Register at wtwp.com  Safety education & events
Red Cross Babysitting Course
This six-hour course helps participants develop the knowledge and skills 
needed to safely and responsibly provide care for children and infants. Course 
topics include leadership skills, building a babysitting business, safety, and  
basic child care.
Ages: 11-15 
Dates: Saturday, October 8, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Register by Sept. 30  
  Tuesday, November 8, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Register by Nov. 1
  Saturday, January 28, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Register by Jan. 20 
Location:  Township Administration, 6200 Eiterman Road
Fee: $45 (Township/Dublin residents), $50 (non-residents)

Family Fire Safety Tips
In this 30-minute program, learn ways to keep your family safe by developing a 
fire escape plan and eliminating home hazards. Tour Sparky’s Safety House and 
“crawl low and go” under simulated smoke. 
Ages: Families with children 5 & up 
Dates: Wednesday, October 5, 5:30 -6:00 p.m.  Register by Sept. 28
  Wednesday, October 5, 6:00 - 6:30 p.m.  Register by Sept. 28
  Wednesday, October 5, 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.  Register by Sept. 28
  Thursday, October 6, 5:30 -6:00 p.m.   Register by Sept. 28
  Thursday, October 6, 6:00 - 6:30 p.m.   Register by Sept. 28
  Thursday, October 6, 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.   Register by Sept. 28
  Township Administration, 6200 Eiterman Road
Fee:  Free (residents), $10 per family (non-residents)

Santa’s Coming to Town
Make holiday memories at this fun family event with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
Check out Dublin’s first fire truck, a 1937 REO Speedwagon, create a holiday 
craft, and enjoy delicious refreshments. We will be accepting new, unwrapped 
toys and or monetary donations to benefit the Firefighters for Kids Toy Drive. 
No registration is required.
Date:  Wednesday, December 7 
Time:  6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Location: Township Administration, 6200 Eiterman Road, Dublin
Fee:  Optional donation: monetary or new, unwrapped toy

Infant CPR for Expecting and New Parents
Are you expecting or adopting a baby, or already have a newborn at home? Be 
prepared, should you ever need to help your little one if they are choking or 
need CPR. Participants who complete the entrire class will be certified by the 
American Heart Association infant CPR. 
Ages: 18 & up
Date:  Tuesday, October 11 Register by October 4 
Time:  5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Location: Township Administration, 6200 Eiterman Road, Dublin
Fee:  $7 (residents), $15 (non-residents)

 
CPR with AED

certification
& 

First Aid 
certification 

Register for a class at 
wtwp.com
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Partner for a
safe & healthy

Dublin

Board of Trustees
Gene Bostic

gbostic@wtwp.com

Denise Franz King
dking@wtwp.com

Charles W. Kranstuber
ckranstuber@wtwp.com

Fiscal Officer
Joyce Robinson

jrobinson@wtwp.com

Administration
6200 Eiterman Road
Dublin, Ohio 43016

(614) 652-3920
Hours: 7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Sara Ott, Administrator (sott@wtwp.com)
Alec O’Connell, Fire Chief

Leslie Dybiec, Communications Manager
Catherine Grossman, HR Manager

Fire Stations
Station 91: 6255 Shier Rings Road

Station 92: 4497 Hard Road
Station 93: 5825 Brand Road

Station 95: 5750 Blazer Parkway

@wt_dublinohio

Washington.Township.Dublin.Ohio

Washington Township

Resident Newsletter Inside!

Washington Township
6200 Eiterman Road
Dublin, Ohio 43016
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